
 
 
 

Summer Assignment Template 
 
 

 
Course Title: AP English Language and Composition (11th Grade) 
 
 
Teacher: Hudson 
 
 
PLC Content Area: English 
 
Summer Assignment Description 
 
 

The students will read two nonfiction books (Tuesdays with Morrie and Just Mercy) and 
complete a short written assignment (1.5 to 2 pages) for each.  For Tuesdays with Morrie, 
students will be required to interview an elderly relative or friend and ask them questions 
related to ideas in the book. They will then write a brief reflection on the interview and how it 
relates to themes in the book. For Just Mercy, students will be asked to brainstorm their own 
thoughts and opinions on the American justice system prior to reading the book.  Upon 
completing the book, they will write a brief essay analyzing the author's arguments in the book 
and whether these arguments have impacted their initial thoughts/opinions. See attached 
assignment sheet for complete details.  

Date Due 
 
 

 
First day of school.  

Estimated Time for Completion 
 
 

 
One to two weeks.  

Tennessee Academic Standards/Approved Standards 
Supporting Reference (List standard(s) correlation to 
summer work) 
 
 

AP Skills (Taken from Course Framework):  
1.A Identify and describe the components of the rhetorical situation: the exigence, audience, 
writer, purpose, context, and message.  
Both books will be used to introduce the concept of the rhetorical situation during Q1;  Both 
assignments can also be used to illustrate the rhetorical situation--i.e. How did the level of 
familiarity with the interviewee affect the choice of interview topics? How effective were 
Stevenson's argument techniques for the student as the audience? 
1.B Explain how an argument demonstrates understanding of an audience's beliefs, values, 
or needs.  
Both books are geared toward different audiences, so we will discuss how each author crafts 
his argument based on his intended audience.   
3.A Identify and explain claims and evidence within an argument. 
Students will be identifying the authors' arguments in each of the books and how the authors' 
support these arguments throughout the books. 
 
 
 

Rationale for Summer Assignment 
 
 

The focus of AP English Language is mainly nonfiction and argument.  Since students have not 
usually read a lot of nonfiction pieces prior to this class. These two books are short, engaging 
pieces of argumentative nonfiction. The elements of argument in each will be referred back to 
throughout the year.  In addition, they both contain elements of memoir which will be the 
focus of Q1 , so these books will be used to exemplify elements of memoir throughout the first 
quarter.  

Resources needed to complete Summer assignment 
 
 

Copies of the two books.  
 



How and when will this summer assignment be 
assessed and scored? Also, what grading category and 
what percentage will this summer assignment count in 
the student’s grade? 
 
 

This assignment will be collected on the first day of school and graded within the first two 
weeks. It will count as a writing grade.  Test/Writing/Project grades comprise 45% of the 
quarter grade.  However, there will be several other grades in this category throughout the 
semester so this grade will make up less than 10% of their Q1 grade.  

Additional Summer Assessments (If applicable - what 
grading category and what percentage will each 
additional summer assignment count in the student’s 
grade?) 
 
 

In addition to the written work, students will be given a multiple choice test over both books 
during the first week of school.  Test/Writing/Project grades comprise 45% of the quarter 
grade.  However, there will be several other grades in this category throughout the semester 
so this grade will make up less than 10% of their Q1 grade.  

Teacher Summer Contact Information  
 
 
 

 
christopher.hudson@acsk-12.org 

 

Summer Reading and Assignments 
AP English Language and Composition 

Arlington High School 
Mr. Chris Hudson 

christopher.hudson@acsk-12.org (or christheachiever@gmail.com) 
 
Welcome to AP Language and Composition! 
 
AP Language and Composition is a year-long, college-level course designed to engage you in the study of language 
and rhetoric through the reading and analysis of rich and diverse texts written in a variety of periods, disciplines, 
and rhetorical contexts.  At the same time, you will be engaged in becoming skilled writers who effectively 
compose for a variety of purposes.  Our study will be focused on making you aware of the interactions among a 
writer’s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the way conventions of genre contribute to 
effective writing.  In order to prepare for this course, you will need to continue practicing your critical reading and 
writing skills throughout the summer. These assignments are not intended to ruin your summer, but to help you 
keep your brains working throughout the lazy, hazy days of summer.  All written assignments in this packet are 
expected to be completed by the first day of class this August. You will have a little extra time to get them 
submitted to Schoology since you will not have access to your iPads over the summer.  In addition to these 
assignments, you will be given a comprehensive test over both works during the first week of school.  While you 
shouldn’t wait until the last couple weeks of summer to get started, if you start too early in the summer make 
sure to take good notes and review the material before being assessed on them in August. I look forward to 
getting to know you this upcoming school year! 
 
Please feel free to contact me via e-mail with any questions about these assignments you may have over the 
summer.  
 
I.  Book-Length Reading  
 
You will read the following two works:   
a.  Tuesdays With Morrie by Mitch Albom (nonfiction) 
b. Just Mercy:  A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson (nonfiction) 
 
II.  Written Assignments 
Complete the written assignments below for each of these two works.  
 
A. Tuesdays With Morrie 
 
After reading Tuesdays with Morrie:  
 



Create a list of questions about life similar to lessons in the book and interview someone you know over 60.  (If 
you can't find someone over 60, you can ask someone younger than that.  But you will get the most out of this 
assignment if you find someone you don't know very well.) Ask them specific questions about their life 
experiences.  Be sure to take notes on the person’s responses.  Then write a short essay (400-500 words) detailing 
your interview process and your thoughts about the responses you got from the person you chose to interview.  
Point out any responses that may connect with Tuesdays With Morrie. (See below for written assignment 
requirements) 
 
 
B.  Just Mercy:  A Story of Justice and Redemption 
 
Before Reading:  Brainstorm and jot down any thoughts or knowledge you may have about the American justice 
system.  You can do this in list format or paragraph format.   
 
After Reading:  Reread the brainstorming you completed prior to reading 
Just Mercy. Based on your reading, write a brief essay (400 to 500 words)  that discusses Stevenson's main 
arguments about the American justice system and the impact of these arguments on your original thoughts and 
knowledge.  
 
VI.  Written Work Requirements:  
 
All written portions may be either typed or handwritten (just make sure to handwrite them neatly) since you will 
not have access to your iPads for most of the summer.  Make sure to include page numbers for any quotes from 
the books. No works cited page is necessary since you're only using a single book per essay.  
 


